5                                                       LETTER FROM COURT
11.   And we do hereby order and direct that Mr. John Spencer who stands
Second in Council in the beforegoing list do succeed to the chair as President
and Governor in case of a vacancy by the death or otherwise of Mr. Vansittart
12.   We explained ourselves very sufficiently in our letter of the 13th of
May last with respect to the commission of I1/* per cent to be allowed to
Mr. Vansittart upon the revenue arising from the grants made by the Subah
Cossim Ally  Cawn,  as being meant  personally  for  that gentleman,   and
not to be claimed or any ways pretended to by any future Governor, Mr. Spencer
therefore upon his succeeding to the chair as beforemention'd is not to have
that emolument.
13.   When we informed you in our letter of the 30th of December last
that General Caillaud's seat at the Council and in all committees was to be
next below the President we had not then determined upon a successor to
Mr. Vansittart but as that is now done by our beforegoing directions, it is
highly proper his rank should be in the second place, and General Caillaud is
in course to be the standing Third in Council and at committees, in which
station he is to be fixed and is never to rise higher, and in case of a vacancy
in the Government by the death or otherwise of both Mr. Vansittart and
Mr. Spencer, the same is to be filled up by the member next in standing below
General Caillaud until our further orders are sent.
14.   If it shall happen at any time that the President and Second in Council
are both absent, in such case, the next member below Genl. Caillaud is to pre-
side at the Council and committees during such absence.
15.   In our beforemention'd letter we acquainted you that it was on
account of General Caillaud's long experience and general knowledge of the
Company's affairs that we directed he should have a constant seat and voice at
the Council and in all committees; this being intended as a personal com-
pliment to and acknowledgment of his merit and not to be drawn into a pre-
cedent.   Any successor which we may hereafter think proper to appoint to
Genl. Caillaud is only to have a seat at the Board when military affairs are
under deliberation, and upon no other times or on any other account what-
soever.
16.   And we here add that the majors or any other military officers are
to have no seat or voice at the Board, but are to be consulted as occasions may
require of which you will be the properest judges.
17.   Altho' we have continued Mr. Stanlake Batson and Mr. Hugh Watts
in the Council, who at present stand suspended from the service, they are not
to act therein until they have cleared themselves from the charges against
them as mentioned in the preceding part of this letter; when they have done
that to satisfaction, they are then to have their rank and be employed as usual.
18.   Mr. Francis Sykes appointed as before noticed Eleventh in Council pro-
ceeds to Ms station either in the Earl of Lincoln bound to Fort St. George
or by the way of Bombay on one of the ships consigned to that Presidency.
19.   Considering the many important and interesting affairs which come
before the Council, we can not but be greatly concerned to observe how few
members have been generally present at the Board, very frequently not more
than three and sometimes but two, this is, partly owing to their being employed